Ripon and Lower Dales Mission Area
Worship at Home for 16th November 2025

Call to worship:
Come to God, the living rock,
who supports us and keeps us safe.

StF 137    New every morning is the love
our wakening and uprising prove;
through sleep and darkness safely brought,
restored to life and power and thought.
                                                                                               
New mercies, each returning day,
hover around us while we pray;
new perils past, new sins forgiven,
new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.
                                                                          
If on our daily course our mind
be set to hallow all we find,
new treasures still, of countless price,
God will provide for sacrifice.

Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be,
as more of heaven in each we see;
some softening gleam of love and prayer
shall dawn on every cross and care.

The trivial round, the common task,
will furnish all we ought to ask:
room to deny ourselves; a road
to bring us daily nearer God.

Only, O Lord, in your dear love,
fit us for perfect rest above;
and help us, this and every day,
to live more nearly as we pray.
		John Keble (1792 – 1866) 

Prayer of Praise and Thanks
Infinite God, we give thanks and praise that we can glimpse you
in the beauty of the Temple or church,
in the glitz, sparkle and beauty of fine things.
Thank you that we can be transported in our minds
by your Holy Spirit to see beyond this moment and this place,
to see your purpose and meaning, to know your desires for us.
Thank you that we can see you in the midst of confusion and
anguish, when your Spirit lights the way and calms our fears.
Thank you that we can know you in rest and in busyness,
in work and play, in solitude and community.
Thank you for helping us to know how we should live now,
to the glory of your great name.
Amen.

Prayer of confession
I’m sorry God if I’ve missed the point of being a Christian.
I’m sorry God if I have wavered in my faith,
wandered from the path and followed the wrong group.
I’m sorry God if I’ve caused hurt and pain to those who love me.
I’m sorry God if I have been lazy in my faith and witness to you.
I’m sorry God for all of this and I ask you to forgive me.
Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness
The Almighty God, who never fails us, hears our prayers,
our confession and our sorrow and gives us now
the assurance that our sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

StF 594	Lord Jesus Christ,
You have come to us,
You are one with us,
Mary’s Son;
Cleansing our souls from all their sin,
Pouring your love and goodness in;
Jesus, our love for you we sing,
Living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,
You have come to us,
Born as one of us,
Mary’s Son;
Led out to die on Calvary,
Risen from death to set us free,
Living Lord Jesus, help us see
You are Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,
I would come to you,
Live my life for you,
Son of God.
All your commands I know are true,
Your many gifts will make me new,
Into my life your power breaks through,
Living Lord.
		Patrick Appleford (1925 - 20180

Bible Reading:   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13   NIV      Warning Against Idleness
6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching[a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.
Reflection:	There’s always something to be done!
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I decided at an early stage of my local preaching ministry to always preach from the bible passage set in the lectionary for the day.  There have been numerous occasions over the past fifty-plus years when I have regretted this on discovering what the passage contained! This week was one of those occasions! What did you make of it when you read it through just now?  The last thing I thought you would appreciate is a lecture from me saying you are not putting enough effort into being a Christian.  It also made me question what right I had to do so, being fully aware of my own shortcomings when it comes to doing things.  Maybe I should look at one of the other bible passages set for this week, I thought to myself, but seeing that the gospel reading was all about the signs of the end times I decided I’d stick to Thessalonians. At least I can claim some experience of being idle!
It never fails to surprise me that having decided on the focus of my reflection I come across something current  that is relevant to the subject in mind.  This week was no exception, for as I was walking past the newspaper shelves at our local Co-op, the headlines on one of the national dailies shouted out, “4M ON BENEFITS DON’T HAVE TO FIND A JOB.” Surely the journalist hadn’t been reading 2 Thessalonians 3!
The context is everything, my college biblical studies lecturer used to remind us, so before we jump into making too many comparisons let’s just consider why Paul was writing to the Thessalonians in this way. It wasn’t an attack on the unemployed but a response to an issue that was challenging the church at that time. There was an expectation that Jesus would soon be returning and some were teaching that he had already done so – therefore, there was no point in them doing anything – if the world was about to end soon, why bother? Paul, however, doesn’t pull any punches. He calls them idlers and busybodies: too busy poking their noses into what others are doing than to bother to do anything themselves. But it was worse than that: because they weren’t working for a living, they were, in effect, sponging off the other hard-working members of the church. Paul was at pains to point out that, even when he was on his missionary journeys (when he would have had every right to ask for financial support), he worked for his keep.
We are not at liberty to sit on our hands and do nothing as Christians. Our faith comes with responsibility. We need to keep working tirelessly for the kingdom. Whether that is by doing specific mission work, being fervent in our prayer life, living out God’s kingdom in our community, workplace or homes or making sure we do as much recycling as possible, how we live now is an important part of our witness and mission. There’s always something to be done.
We don’t live in easy times. Every day we hear more news of wars that are dubbed ‘the end of the world’. There seems to be no end of famines, people living in poverty, global warming on an alarming scale, and injustice everywhere we turn. It’s tempting to think that we should do nothing because nothing we do can possibly make a difference. But Jesus challenges us not to give up but to endure. And not to endure by sitting back but by serving him with all that we are.	Amen

StF  611  
1.  Brother, sister, let me serve you;
        	      let me be as Christ to you;
                     pray that I may have the grace to
                     let you be my servant too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.

5.  When we sing to God in heaven,
 we shall find such harmony,
 born of all we've known together
 of Christ's love and agony.

6.  Brother, sister, let me serve you;
 let me be as Christ to you;
 pray that l may have the grace to
 let you be my servant too.	
Richard A.M. Gillard (b. 1953)

Prayers of Intercession
On this Safeguarding Sunday we lift before you all those people in need of protection and support. We pray for all ages who are neglected, trafficked, abused, exploited, wrongly accused and marginalised, here and around the world.
We pray for all people and organisations seeking to protect and support the vulnerable. Be with those organisations who walk our streets seeking to help the lost and the homeless escape a life of loneliness, danger, and emptiness.
Lord God in our now, we pray for all your suffering people; for all offering a helping hand and renewed hope. Turn drab monochrome lives into ones of colour.
Lord God, we pray for your church. Break down barriers. Where there are divisions bring unity, that we may be effective witnesses drawing others to your truth and salvation.
Lord God in our now, dispel darkness. Help us to discern fake and distorted truths within all areas of life in order that we may live in truth and be your guiding light in today’s world.
Lord God, as Cop30 takes place in Brazil we lift before you all global climate issues. As our planet warms up, reducing polar ice caps, we see more winds, wild fires, droughts, and floods. We pray for the Philippines and Vietnam hit by typhoons. And for Jamaica still reeling from Hurricane Melissa.
As well as climate issues affecting our world, we also pray for an end to the destruction wrought by war. Bring peace to areas of war and conflict. We think of Ukraine, Palestine, Syria, and Tanzania.
Lord God in our now, we pray for peace in the world, that we may live in harmony, knowing your comfort and compassion. We ask your hand and guidance on all who attempt to bring peace. Help us all be better peacemakers and stewards of our planet, our country, our nation, and our own communities.
Lord God, we pray for our own environments. May those in authority look to you and govern diligently and with true transparency.
We ask for your hand on our local hospitals and the crises in A&E departments where people line corridors and ambulances queue to discharge patients before returning to respond to further calls. We lift before you all living in constant pain, be it physical or emotional.
We pray for all in our communities exhausted from working two and three jobs just to make ends meet in today’s financial turmoil. We pray for all who desire to work but for whatever reason, are unable to do so.
Lord God in our now, have mercy and meet all needs. Help us all to live proactively for you, helping where we can as we await your return.	Amen.

StF 526     Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
                     Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
                     Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
                     Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

                     Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.	
				Jan Struther (Joyce Placzek) (1901 – 1953)

Closing Prayer
Lord, as we go to live and work and serve,
give us determination, focus and motivation.
Where we feel weary or fed up,
lift our spirits and reignite our enthusiasm.
Fill us with a passion for you this week, we pray.
Amen.

This service was prepared by Lister Baynes with acknowledgement to Roots for Churches for the prayers used.
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